
Stay
Curious!

Learn with fellow OLLI members from around 
the country in courses taught by study area 
experts and hosted by Osher NRC staff.

•	 18 courses, including 8 offered at 5:00 p.m. 
or later.

•	 Each course includes six 90-minute 
sessions.

•	 Offered live on Zoom only.  
    

•	 Each course is $50.00. 

•	 Current OLLI membership is required. 

Registration open 
October 14 - December 20, 2024
Seats are limited 
so enroll early to reserve yours.

Register online at 
https://wvusph-olli.augusoft.net/
or by calling the OLLI at WVU office 
at 304-293-1793.

      	   Winter 2025
                     January 14 - March 14

                 100 Years of Magic: The Disney Legacy and
                Influence

            A Tourists Tour of the Wider Universe

         Buddhist Philosophy, Meditation, and Ritual: In 
        India and Beyond

    Color and Symbolism in Art History

  First Class: A History of the Post Office in the United  
 States

Huck Finn’s America

Immigrants in America: Stories of Jazz, Blues, Rock, 
and Popular Culture

Modern War: What Is It Good For?

My Native Land in Memory: Stories of a Cuban 
Childhood

Reclaiming Native Ground: Native America Since 1900

Science Everyone Needs to Know

 Storytelling and Self

  The Next Generation’s Legacy of the Holocaust

    The Secret Lives of Familiar Birds

      The World of Musical Satire

         Transparent Eyeballs: The Transcendentalists and 
          Their Worlds, 1803-Present

              Whole-Person Health and Well-being: 
                 Innovative Care from the Osher Collaborative 
                   for Integrative Health

                        Wisdom



A N  O S H E R  O N L I N E  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T

W I N T E R  2 0 2 5

In this course, we will explore the 100-year history of one of the
largest and most globally recognized brands, Walt Disney. We
will start by understanding Walt himself, and then dive into the
organization's different business units, exploring the film and
media side of the business as well as the parks and resorts.
We will peek under the hood at what it is like to work at Disney.
We will close the course by learning about Disney's leadership
over the years and how they have wielded their influence in
politics. Throughout this course, we will seek out varying
perspectives, giving us a view from those who revere the Magic
Kingdom, those who critique it, and everywhere in between.

100 YEARS OF MAGIC: 
THE DISNEY LEGACY AND INFLUENCE

YOUR INSTRUCTOR: Emma Miller, MBA
Emma Miller started her career working for the Mouse, which was the
travel agency sales arm of Walt Disney World Parks and Resorts. Since
then, she has worked in media and marketing, including time at
McDonald’s and consulting across a range of clients at Deloitte. Miller's
perspectives from working at Disney have shaped how she views
marketing, brands, and fandom. Outside of work, she volunteers on a
board for Unbound, an international development nonprofit. Miller holds a
bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame and an MBA from
the University of Chicago.

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 15 THROUGH FEBRUARY 19
11am AK | Noon PT | 1pm MT | 2pm CT | 3pm ET

Each live session is 90 minutes

Wednesday, January 15
Wednesday, January 22
Wednesday, January 29

Wednesday, February 5
Wednesday, February 12
Wednesday, February 19

To register, please contact your local Osher Institute. 

Click here to view promo video.

https://vimeo.com/954430633?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/961226561?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/983119564




https://vimeo.com/953713599?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/951614699


A N  O S H E R  O N L I N E  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T

W I N T E R  2 0 2 5

Vietnam, viewed by many as a turning point between old
and new approaches to war, raised many questions about
the role of superpowers, asymmetrical resources, and
counterinsurgencies on the world stage. In this course, we
will look at the wars in Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, Ukraine,
and Gaza. All of these wars are asymmetrical, but what else
do they have in common, and how are they informed by
Vietnam? We will discuss how superpowers are central
players in these conflicts by way of their supplies and
support. In this course, we will examine human ways of
evaluating the politics and strategies, particularly what
happens when three vectors cannot agree: the public,
politicians, and the military. 

MODERN WAR: 
WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR?

YOUR INSTRUCTOR: Jeff Rice, MSc
Jeff Rice received an undergraduate degree from Northwestern
University then pursued graduate work in African Studies at the
University of Edinburgh. He completed a dissertation entitled "Wealth
Power and Corruption: A Study of Asante Political Culture." He
returned to Northwestern to teach history and political science and
became a Weinberg College academic adviser. He is currently an
Emeritus Senior Lecturer in political science, specifically West African
history, US history of the 60's, Marx & Weber, African politics, military
strategy, the politics of famine, and student protest and free speech.

TUESDAYS, JANUARY 28 THROUGH MARCH 4
7am AK | 8am PT | 9am MT | 10am CT | 11am ET

Each live session is 90 minutes

Tuesday, January 28
Tuesday, February 4
Tuesday, February 11

Tuesday, February 18
Tuesday, February 25
Tuesday, March 4

To register, please contact your local Osher Institute. 

Click here to view promo video.

https://vimeo.com/951670003


https://vimeo.com/974320759


https://vimeo.com/980880223




A N  O S H E R  O N L I N E  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T

W I N T E R  2 0 2 5

This course will explore Native American history in the late 19th
and 20th centuries, a time punctuated by the violence of
American expansion and consolidation, the boarding school
systems that sought to erase Native cultures, and the effects of
imperialism, which conspired to keep Native people in a
subordinate status compared to their white neighbors. Yet, at
this time, Native Nations began to rebuild and reclaim the
United States as Native ground, drawing on ancient traditions
to revitalize communities and fight for their rights in the
American court system, the political system, and the court of
public opinion. Together, we will explore how, in this history,
Native peoples have proven themselves to be resilient and
powerful.

RECLAIMING NATIVE GROUND: 
NATIVE AMERICA SINCE 1900

YOUR INSTRUCTOR: Matt Jennings, PhD
Matt Jennings, PhD is on faculty at Middle Georgia State University. His
research includes Native American history, early American history, and the
history of violence. He has studied Thomas Paine’s interactions with Native
Americans and the roots of John Brown’s ideas about violence. He is
currently studying the relationship between Native American peoples and the
mounds at Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park, and the intertwined
history of tourism and archaeology at the site. He has published several
books including New Worlds of Violence, The Flower Hunter and the People,
and Ocmulgee National Monument: A Concise History with Field Notes.

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 22 THROUGH FEBRUARY 26
1pm AK | 2pm PT | 3pm MT | 4pm CT | 5pm ET

Each live session is 90 minutes

Wednesday, January 22
Wednesday, January 29
Wednesday, February 5

Wednesday, February 12
Wednesday, February 19
Wednesday, February 26

To register, please contact your local Osher Institute. 

Click here to view promo video.

https://vimeo.com/956733320?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/953717183?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/957179457?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/980641233


Osher Online 
in collaboration with !Northwestern University

Schooll of Professional Studies WINTER 2025 

A TOURISTS TOUR OF THE 

WIDER UNIVERSE 

For more than two years, the James Webb Space Telescope, 

orbiting a million miles from Earth in the deep freeze of space, 
has sent back remarkable information and dramatic images of 

the faint heat rays that come from objects in the universe. The 
Hubble Telescope continues to observe some of the same stars 

and galaxies with visible light. Never before have we had images 
of the cosmos so rich in color and detail. In this profusely 

illustrated course, we will be taken on a guided tour of the wider 
universe as astronomers understand it today. Fraknoi will cover 

this information in everyday language and without any math. We 
will look at star birth and star death, the organization and 

structure of the Milky Way, cosmic mergers and collisions, and 
the great web of galaxies that gives us clues about the 

beginning and development of our cosmos. 
Click here to view promo video. 

YOUR INSTRUCTOR: ANDREW FRAKNOI, MS 
Andrew Fraknoi was the Chair of the Astronomy Department at Foothill 

College. He was chosen the 2007 California Professor of the Year by 

the Carnegie Endowment and has won several national prizes for his 

teaching. He is the lead author of OpenStax Astronomy, a free, 

electronic textbook, which is the country's most-used introductory text 

in the field. He has also written books for teachers, children, and the 

public. He appears regularly on local and national radio, explaining 

astronomical ideas in easy to understand terms. The International 

Astronomical Union has named Asteroid 4859 Asteroid Fraknoi to 

recognize his contributions to the public's appreciation of science. 

TUESDAYS, JANUARY 28 THROUGH MARCH 4 

1pm AK 12pm PT I3pm MT I4pm CT I 5pm ET

Each live session is 90 minutes 

• Tuesday, January 28
• Tuesday, February 4
• Tuesday, February 11

• Tuesday, February 18
• Tuesday, February 25
• Tuesday, March 4

To register, please contact your local Osher Institute. 

https://vimeo.com/951243618?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/964594860?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/953182611?share=copy


https://vimeo.com/948867262


Winter 2025
January 14 - March 14

Each course is $50.00.*  
* Scholarships not available for Osher Online classes.

Current OLLI membership is required. (Term enrollment not required.)

Offered live on Zoom only. (Classes will NOT be recorded.)

Classes will be hosted by staff of Osher NRC/Northwestern University staff.

Registration open 
October 14 - December 20, 2024

Register online at https://wvusph-olli.augusoft.net/

or by calling the OLLI at WVU office 
at 304-293-1793.

Osher Online was created by the Osher National Resource Center (NRC) at 
Northwestern University to expand member access, institute collaboration, sharing of 
resources, and to ensure the legacy of the Osher Institutes.
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